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The Crucial Moment 
See page 3 and 8 
Letters to the editor 
In Appreciation 
I was going to wri te " in a p p r e c i a t i o n " of 
the a r t i c l e — " G o A h e a d , En joy Y o u r 
Imper fec t F a m i l y " (Feb . 25 issue)—it ' s 
been here on m y desk. It was grea t ! W e 
h a v e 8 c h i l d r e n — 4 b io log ica l and 4 
adop ted and they a re a real chal lenge and 
blessing! 
( M r s . ) Lois R . H o o v e r 
Abilene, K S 
On Sunday Observance 
In response to your request for some 
personal exper iences relat ive to keeping 
the S a b b a t h , as well as on answers founded 
on the word of G o d , I would like to sha re 
my tes t imony in this a rea . N o t only to 
observing the S a b b a t h but also a t t end ing 
the mid-week p raye rmee t ing . 
This fall of 1973 was one of the worst 
harvest seasons tha t was ever exper ienced 
in this a rea . First it was rain, then snow 
and subzero wea ther . Needless to say the 
harves t was grea t ly de layed , par t icu lar ly 
soybeans which require dry wea ther to 
harves t . F o r t u n a t e l y we had most of our 
beans harves ted be fore the severe wea the r 
arr ived. F inal ly in late fall we had a break 
in the wea the r . A n d one Lord ' s Day it was 
favorab le to c o m p l e t e our harvest . I failed 
to t a k e a d v a n t a g e of t ha t day for two 
reasons . Fi rs t , I felt it would be a direct 
violat ion of the four th c o m m a n d m e n t . 
And second, it would not be a good 
tes t imony to my neighbours . T h a t day 
proved to be the last day to harvest beans 
tha t fall. 
Next spr ing we went out with our com-
bine to s a lvage w h a t was lef t . A p -
prox imate ly one half of what was left to 
harvest perished in the severe winter. But 
tha t is not the end of the s tory. 
In the m e a n t i m e the price of beans had 
about doubled so I netted approx imate ly 
the s a m e a m o u n t of money had I com-
promised and harvested them on the 
Lord ' s Day in the fall, due to the fact I had 
m a r k e t e d my fall harvest of beans for a 
much lower price. 
I felt very definitely vindicated for 
obeying G o d . I felt H e honored my fai th. 
A n o t h e r ins tance happened when I was 
a young m a n . I rented a large f a r m . O n e 
prayer meet ing evening I found myself 
very much in a r r ea r s with my cul t ivat ion. 
On the su r f ace the logical thing would have 
been to s tay h o m e and cult ivate. 
A t p r a y e r m e e t i n g t h a t even ing I 
testified abou t the s i tuat ion but felt it was 
my duty to be at p rayer meet ing. T h e 
fo l lowing S a t u r d a y two of my g o o d 
brethren c a m e and gave me a helping 
hand . 
Contents 
Letters to the editor 
General Conference Information 
Editorial 
The Eighteenth-Century Confession 
C H A Convention Report 
Religious News 
The Crucial Moment 
R o g e r Sider 
Footprints in the Philippines 
Doro thy Friesen and G e n e S to l t z fus 
God's Love and the Retarded 
D o n n a Z o o k 
The Trip Is Half the Fun 
M a r y Eberso le 
Church News 










This may be the last issue of the Evangelical Visitor you 
receive before General Conference. The deadline for 
lodging requests is past. If you have somehow overlooked 
this, call Paul Hostet ler , (717) 766-2621; office phone, 766-
2511. 
The request deadline for those needing someone to meet 
them at the airport , depot , or station is June 15. 
Af te r June 20, all changes in either lodging or t ranspor-
tation should be made by phone. For changes in t ranspor-
tation needs, call Nevin Engle, (717) 766-8072. 
Travel directions to Messiah College are on the tear-off 
part of the registration blank. Your pastor should have 
extra copies. 
If you do not already have General Conference 
programs, they should be in your hands soon. The first 
business session will be at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 1. 
T h e General Conference phone number is (717) 766-2512. 
Meal tickets will be available at registration time. A 
five-day ticket will be issued to cover the first meal on 
Sa tu rday evening through the Thursday noon meal. For 
any addit ional meals or any variation f rom consecutive 
meals, tickets will be available for individual meals. N o 
refunds will be made on meal t ickets except for those 
leaving the Conference for emergency reasons. The meal 
t ickets may be used at the snack shoppe at full value. 
Those attending Conference sponsored luncheons or 
dinners will be able to turn in their tickets at full value 
also. 
Messiah College has many conference groups on cam-
pus each summer . The college conference leaders say tha t 
they have had very good satisfaction with their policy of 
not issuing keys for the rooms. All rooms, of course, can 
be locked f rom the inside. Since the rooms will therefore 
be unlocked in the daytime, guests are encouraged to keep 
all valuables elsewhere. 
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Editorial 
The Eighteenth-Century Confession 
On pages four and five of this issue we have printed the 
E igh teen th -Cen tury Confess ion of Fa i th as formed by 
s o m e of the first-generation leaders of the Brethren in 
Chr i s t . A s noted in connect ion with the Confess ion (page 
four) this is the t ransla t ion included by Dr. Car l ton 
Wit t l inger in his history of the Brethren in Chris t : Quest 
for Piety and Obedience. 
I am prepared to g ran t tha t Confess ions of Fai th do not 
m a k e for easy reading. Eighteenth-century confessions 
even less so. But dur ing this 200th anniversary we will be 
hear ing abou t what our fa thers believed and one of the 
sources used to de te rmine their belief will be this Confes-
sion which grew out of the first genera t ion of the Brethren 
in Chr i s t . 
Obviously , the t rans la to r a t t empted to be fai thful to the 
original text with which he worked . H e made no a t t e m p t 
to divide the manuscr ip t into pa rag raphs . We, too, resisted 
the t e m p t a t i o n to use the e d i t o r i a l p r e r o g a t i v e of 
pa rag raph ing the mater ia l . As a result the article appears 
somewha t foreboding . Hopefu l ly this editorial will not 
seem so foreboding and having read it the reader ' s 
interests will be sufficiently aroused that he or she will read 
the Confess ion . 
A few observat ions regarding the Confess ion and its 
relation to the 200th Anniversary may be in order . 
A confession of faith has not had the same impor t ance 
in our denomina t iona l life as confess ions have had in some 
other t radi t ions . It has not had the significance for us 
which the Wes tmins t e r Confess ion has had for the 
Presbyter ian churches or the Augsbu rg Confess ion has 
had for L u t h e r a n groups . W e are not a creedal group. 
W e come, therefore , to the Eigh teen th-Century Confes-
sion with an historical interest r a the r than as a test of our 
o r thodoxy . But it should have m o r e than historical 
interest . It tells something abou t who we are and why we 
are who we are . A confession gives clues to a group ' s 
unders tand ing of the Chr i s t i an fai th both in what it says; 
by wha t it emphasizes ; and by wha t it omits . 
T h e wri ters of this Confess ion were neither sophist icated 
theologians nor t ra ined men of letters. It would be 
improper to press for fine points of doctr ine since the 
composers were not concerned with a full creedal s tate-
ment of doct r ines held. Sentence s t ructure , which un-
ders tandably may have suffered some in t rans la t ion, adds 
difficulty to the reading and our unders tanding. (The 
wri ter of the Confess ion obviously had not a t tended a 
wr i te r ' s course conducted by Char l i e Shedd with his ideal 
of no more than seven words to a sentence). 
T h e Confess ion clearly reflects a concern for obedience 
to the Scr ip tures and an awareness of the experience which 
they identified with conversion and as a prerequisi te for 
entry into the fel lowship. A few s ta tements are made 
regarding the doc t r ine of G o d and Chr is t and they 
immedia te ly turn their a t tent ion to salvat ion. They devote 
twice the space to conversion and its implicat ion as they do 
to the t rad i t iona l doct r ina l s t a tements of God and Chris t 
which would be found in mos t creeds. Fai thfulness to 
keeping the ord inances next occupies their a t tent ion and 
then they devote the balance of the Confession to their life 
together and their relation to the world. Worship , dis-
cipline, brotherly counsel, and mar r iage are spoken to as 
are oaths, revenge, and relation to governments . 
There are four basic areas of concern: 
The Mean ing of Conversion 
The Impor t ance of the Ord inances 
Their Life Together 
The Chris t ian and the World 
These are not irrelevant issues for our generat ion. If the 
observance of our 200th Anniversary would do no more 
than to cause us to reflect on these issues it would be 
worthwhile. 
Al though the Confession is not a polemical d o c u m e n t — 
at tacking error and promot ing t ru th—it is obviously an 
effort to del ineate an unders tanding of the Chris t ian fai th 
which was different f rom that which was about them. This 
probably accounts for the omission of much which one 
would normal ly look for in a creedal s ta tement . It could be 
assumed that the founders of the Brethren in Chris t 
accepted, or assumed that they accepted, most of the 
classic doctr ines of the Chris t ian church. This Confession 
was an a t t empt to ar t iculate those doctr ines which were 
not so widely shared by others but which the Brethren 
regarded as essential to the Chris t ian faith. 
In subsequent editorials we will look at these areas and 
a t t empt to discover what it was they they were saying in 
their genera t ion and what this may say to ours. Z 
Cover: Upper Left: H. Frances Davidson (left) and Adda G. 
Engle who launched the first Brethren in Chris t mission ( M a c h a ) 
in Nor thern Rhodesia (now Z a m b i a ) in 1906. Miss Davidson was 
in the initial missionary party of four which came to Southern 
Rhodesia (now Rhodesia) in 1898. 
Upper right: The missionaries who established the first pe rma-
nent Brethren in Chris t mission work in India (Nor th Bhagalpur 
District) in 1914 (left to right) Henry L. and Katie Burkholder 
Smith , and Effie Rohrer . The Smi th ' s two children Joseph and 
Leoda (Mrs . Allen Buckwalter) presently are serving in India 
(See Brethren in Christ Missions Directory, April 10 issue of 
Evangelical Visitor). 
Bottom: Jesse Engle, leader of the missionary party of four 
(Rev. and Mrs . Engle, H. Frances Davidson, and Alice Heise) 
which founded the mission work in Southern Rhodes ia (now 
Rhodesia) , at the reins of the donkey team. This informal 
photograph of Engle against the background of the early M a t o p o 
Mission huts is the only known surviving photograph of this 
missionary pioneer. 
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Eighteenth-Century Confession 
W e believe and confess a Triune, Everlasting and 
Almighty Being, and that a Holy, Almighty God has been 
f rom eternity, and is, and will remain, and has provided 
Jesus Christ as Savior of mankind before the foundation of 
the world; and af terward Man was created in His image; 
and through the devil 's envy he reverted to death; thus He 
promised him that he was to tread upon the serpent 's head; 
and He appeared in the fulness of time, giving for the 
Redempt ion of men favor, honor, esteem, body and blood. 
He reconciled God and olfered a sacrifice that holds good 
forever, so that all who believe on Him shall not be lost, 
but shall have eternal life. This has all happened outside of 
ourselves, but to reveal this in us there appeared the 
healing Grace of God to convict us and to teach us that we 
confess that we have by nature a heart averse f rom God, 
devious and sinful. If this is confessed and acknowledged, 
it works a regret and sorrow and inner soul-pains; in short, 
the Light reveals to us the Fall into which Adam and we all 
have fallen; and this causes a longing, a praying, a 
weeping, and a calling to the promised Savior, to the 
Wor ld-Mess iah , who died bleeding before such poor 
sinners. Into such an open, poor sinner 's heart the Lord 
Jesus will and can come, holding the communion meal; 
that is, to bestow comfor t , peace, love and trust. Then the 
record of sins as well as the guilt of A d a m is stricken out, 
he receives comfor t and forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 
A poor sinner feels and experiences that; and there the 
living Faith has its beginning, for Faith is a positive 
confidence. Here his name is written in the Book of Life, 
when the poor sinner offers himself obediently and subjects 
himself to live for the Lord Jesus and to be true f rom now 
on—to the One who has accepted him in adoption. So we 
confess that to be a new birth, revival of the mind, revival 
of the Holy Spirit . Here the Lord Jesus Christ has become 
a Redeemer , therefore He will be and is to be a pattern, 
and because children love the one who bore them, so also 
they love the one who is born f rom him; and we recognize 
that to be a believing communi ty through the unity of the 
Spiri t , which is the first and real reception in faith in the 
communi ty . If this is lacking, there will be a deficiency and 
the W a t e r cannot give it or make it good; and because we 
have said the Lord Jesus has become a pattern for us, so 
we believe and acknowledge f rom the pat tern in the 
Wri t ten Word and through the illumination of the Good 
Spirit that the Lord Jesus Christ instituted and com-
manded, as an outer sign for such newborn children, the 
outer bapt ism of water , which He himself and His apostles 
and the first churches practised, thereby renouncing the 
devil and the world and all sinful living by means of a 
threefold baptism in water in the name of the Fa ther , Son, 
and Holy Spirit, as a sign of the burial . W e believe and 
confess also that basically all awakened souls, becoming 
believers through true repentance, who were baptized in 
belief on Jesus, are included in Zion, and out of this 
Spiritual Congregat ion or Church are born as new men, as 
the dew out of the glow of morning. W e also believe that 
the Lord Jesus instituted the communion meal and 
practised it with His disciples with bread and wine in the 
last night of agony, when He was betrayed; this they were 
to c o m m e m o r a t e and af ter His depar ture they did com-
memora te His broken body and His shed blood, wherein 
also His followers stand constantly in the teaching in the 
Communion , in bread-breaking, in prayer and in taking 
the elements with steadfast hearts, praying to God with 
joy. Fur the rmore we see, believe and acknowledge that the 
Lord Jesus Christ at and during His communion meal, by 
washing His disciples' feet, has established, practised, and 
ordered it to be practised, as a sign of t rue humility and 
abasement out of love and obedience to Jesus, our pat tern. 
Herein has man entered into adoption by God, yes, 
inheritance of the Grace, shoots on the Vine, members in 
the body of Jesus Christ . W e also recognize a growth 
according to the Holy Scriptures—cleansed, healed, and 
made blessed through the bath of re-birth and renewing of 
the Holy Spirit. T o this end means are necessary, public as 
well as private—public assemblages where the Word is 
brought for penance-calling, and private where such 
children often gather and reveal to each other, filially, one 
to the other. F rom this love grows and faith, and 
confidence is strengthened, because such children are 
exposed to many temptat ions and when through filial 
revelation the craft iness of the devil is discovered, then one 
can talk open-heartedly with the other so that the body of 
Christ is renewed, and because such children are still in 
flesh and blood, a Christian regulation is necessary as in 
the household of God, according to the Scripture, Ma t th . 
18; and fur thermore , because such children are bound 
through love to watch out for each other, we consider it 
necessary and decided that nobody in impor tant affairs 
should do anything without brotherly advice, such as 
marry, or change his dwelling, buy land, or whatever 
important may occur. We also acknowledge a ban or 
separation of offending members, yet with a difference as 
above noted in Mat th . 18. If a brother sins against you in 
small affairs and wishes to show submission, he may be 
addressed in filial love, not agressively and not in childish 
4 Evangelical Visitor 
of Faith 
t a lk . If, however, the accused bro ther or sister cannot 
unders tand it, let it be said to one or two and lastly to the 
congrega t ion . If he is not agreeable, then consider him as a 
heathen and a publ ican. But as for such as let themselves 
be called brethren or sisters, according to I Cor . 5:11: if 
they, however , fall into vice, there is no need of the above 
brother ly investigation, but they a re to be given over to 
j u d g m e n t , to which they already really have reverted. 
M a r k the expressions of Paul: " W e bid you in the n a m e of 
our Lord Jesus Chr i s t tha t ye wi thdraw yourselves f rom 
every b ro ther who walketh disorderly 2 Thess. 3:6-14. 
H a v e no th ing to do with him, so that he may become 
s h a m e - r e d . " " N o w I have writ ten to you that ye shall have 
nothing to do with h im, not even to eat with them who are 
so ido la t rous or have fallen into vice, to avoid them 
complete ly with hand and kiss, in eat ing and d r ink ing , " 
until the t ime of t rue repentance, sorrow and penance; 
"however , keep him not as an enemy, but admonish him as 
a b r o t h e r , " be help to him in need, in order to move him 
with love. If t rue repen tance then follows, sorrow, penance 
and submiss ion, so tha t they again in Jesus ' blood have 
found forgiveness for their past sins, then also the 
m e m b e r s will again , through acqua in tance with them, feel 
the unity of the Spir i t ; and they shall again be received 
openly to C o m m u n i o n , comfo r t ed and s trengthened, so 
that they do not sink into excessive sadness. 2 Cor . 2:7. 
W h a t , however, concerns o ther grounds , such as child 
bap t i sm and unregenera te bap t i sm, we leave to those who 
can sat isfy themselves with them; where the teaching of 
the Lord Jesus and His apost les is silent, there we will also 
be silent. W e also main ta in tha t when believing persons, 
who have united themselves with God and their soul-
b r idegroom, are jo ined in m a t r i m o n y , they are joined in 
eterni ty, in r ighteousness and uprightness , in grace and 
compass ion . Hosea 2. Should , however, a person come to 
new life or to reconcil iat ion with Chr is t but be not yet 
bapt ized, and yet not con t ra ry , he also has admission to 
mar r i age , for when souls are received by God we are also 
willing to receive them, even children of Brethren, when 
the elders a re obedient and follow; because children stand 
under the elders, t he elders under the congregat ion, the 
congregat ion under Chr is t , and everything is right and 
proper in its order . So the congregat ion can join their 
youth in mar r i age with advice, and they will not be sent 
out into the world; and it is our hea r t ' s wish and prayer to 
God the Al l -Highes t that each first should have spiritual 
mar r i age with Jesus , the soul -br idegroom, and then the 
ou tward or body mar r iage . W e also learn f rom the 
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doctr ine of the Lord Jesus that swearing of pledges is 
forbidden, therefore it shall be forbidden to us also. Mat t . 
5:34. There fo re it is also completely forbidden to bear the 
sword for revenge or defence. Verses 39, 40. W e also learn 
f rom the doctr ine of the Lord Jesus and His apost les that it 
is forbidden to any member or follower of Jesus Chris t to 
occupy author i ta t ive offices, and therefore it is and shall be 
forbidden to us. W e are not to wi thstand author i ty , but be 
obedient in all that is right and good, paying them tax and 
toll and pro tec t ion—money, because Paul calls it God ' s 
servant ( R o m . 13); so we see that God rules all nature , and 
has men who rule nature , and this is for the benefit of the 
children of God , else it would be still more difficult to live 
in this world; therefore Paul c o m m a n d s us to pray for 
them, that they may per fo rm their duty loyally, so that the 
children of God under them may lead a quiet and blessed 
life. But we shall not use them for power; for the rest, we 
wish i n God , the All-Highest , that He might build His 
congregat ion and plant and hold it in sound growth , that 
we also can be green sprouts on the vine and remain in all 
length of Eterni ty in Jesus Chris t . A m e n . 
The above is and was signed in the n a m e of the 




J acob Engel 




Scholars give 1780 as the probable date of origin of the 
Confession of Faith. Several copies and t ranslat ions have been 
found among the Brethren in Christ and Old Orde r River 
Brethren. Titles and texts vary somewhat , but all clearly t race 
back to a c o m m o n source. 
Al though the Confession bears the endorsement of eight 
Brethren leaders there is no evidence that the Brethren as a whole 
officially adopted the Confession. 
The translat ion above was done f rom the German script by 
William M. Meikle, distinguished linguist f rom Harr isburg , Pa. , 
for inclusion as an appendix in Quest for Piety and Obedience, 
copyright by Car l ton O. Witt l inger. Used by permission. 
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Convention Report 
Christian Holiness Association 
Simon A. Lehman, Jr. 
The theme "Hol iness and the Mora l 
Crisis of our T i m e s " was most ap-
propr ia te for the 110th Convention. 
W e received a warm welcome by the ' 
fr iends of the Grea ter St. Louis area. > 
The C H A Board felt that the facilities 
and service were the worst ever 
rendered by a hotel to a C H A Conven-
tion. However, God is no respecter of 
places. He came down and manifested 
Himself through the spoken Word . 
T h e messages were stimulating. You 
will want to write to the C H A office at 
25 Beachway Drive, Suite A - l , In-
dianapolis , Indiana 46224 and get 
t a p e s . I r e c o m m e n d : (1 ) T h e 
message on Social Action by Mrs. 
Esther Franco; (2) " T h e Holiness 
Church as a Mora l C o m m u n i t y " by 
Dr. Dennis Kinlaw; and (3) " T h e ' 
Law and Spir i tual Life in the Old 
T e s t a m e n t " by Dr. Alec Deasley. The 
central office has tapes of all the 
messages presented. 
The Executive Secretary, Dr. Tom 
Hermiz , reported that the Korean 
Evangelical Church with its 900 con- ' 
gregat ions and 250,000 members has 
voted to affiliate with C H A . The i 
P r e s i d e n t of S e o u l T h e o l o g i c a l 
Seminary , Dr. John Cho , recently 1 
informed us that their Board of Direc-
tors had voted unanimously to become 
a member of C H A . Thus, we see that 
the Holiness influence is reaching out 
to thousands, even millions around the 
world. Special thanks to the camps, 
co l l eges , c o n g r e g a t i o n s , a n d in-
dividuals who are members of this 
great holiness association. 
T h e C o m m i s s i o n on Chr i s t i an 
E d u c a t i o n / A l d e r s g a t e P u b l i s h e r s 
Association reported: New units of 
study for Vacation Bible Schools and 
Aldersgate Doctrinal materials are 
available. New music resources for 
children are being planned and new 
c h i l d r e n ' s c h u r c h m a t e r i a l s a r e 
scheduled for development. 
The Resolutions Commit tee issued 
s ta tements on homosexuali ty, mora-
torium on prison construction, and 
uniform sentencing code. These papers 
are available through the central 
office. 
Dr. Dennis Kinlaw has been elected 
as President of C H A for a two-year 
term. The Brethren In Christ continue 
to share men with the Board of Ad-
ministration of C H A . Five members 
of the Brethren in Christ are cur-
rently serving: 
Dr. Ar thur Cl imenhaga—Chai r -
man, Const i tut ion & By-Laws 
Bishop David C l imenhaga—Mem-
ber-at Large 
Bishop R. Donald Shafe r— 
Resolutions Commi t t ee 
Bishop H. A. Ginder—Nomina t ing 
Commit tee 
Dorcas Cl imenhaga—Ladies Work 
& Nominat ing Commit tee 
Simon A. Lehman, J r .—Cha i rman , 
Membersh ip Commit tee 
Fourteen Brethren in Christ per-
sons attended the 110th Convention. 
There were 387 registered delegates at 
the Convention with hundreds of other 
people at tending the open sessions. 
Next year 's Convention will be held 
at Olivet Nazarene College, Kanka-
kee, Illinois. Plan now to at tend, 
April 19-21, 1979. 
CHA Holiness 
Exponents of the Year 
Dr. Richard S. Taylor and Dr. 
Willard H. Taylor were honored by 
the Christ ian Holiness Association as 
co-recipients of the annual "Hol iness 
Exponent of the Y e a r " award. Dr. 
Richard S. Taylor was associated with 
the Nazarene Theological Seminary 
be fo re his recent r e t i r emen t . Dr . 
Willard H. Taylor presently serves on 
the faculty of the same institution. 
They have made a significant con-
tribution to the holiness movement for 
many years. 
In C H A President Dr. J . D. Ab-
bott 's citation, special mention was 
made concerning the recent publica-
tion entitled God, Man and Salvation 
which was authored by the Taylors 
and Dr. W. T. Purkiser . This out-
standing biblical theology book will 
be valued for many years to come. 
Dr. Purkiser was honored in 1975 as 
the "Hol iness Exponent of the Yea r . " 
Letters to the editor 
from page two 
It so happened my new landlord passed 
by that a f t e rnoon and saw three rigs in the 
field. This so pleased him he olTered me a 
three year cont rac t . Praise the Lord it 
a lways pays to honor G o d . 
I have f a rmed in Iowa for over 40 years 
and weather wise have experienced about 
everything in the book. It has been our 
policy to " S e e k ye first the kingdom of 
God and his r ighteousness and all these 
things will be added unto y o u . " 
W e have felt God has verified these 
promises in our lives. I doubt very serious-
ly if on any occasion it would have justif ied 
my breaking the four th c o m m a n d m e n t , 
par t icular ly as to plant ing or harvesting 
crops. 
I have felt God has a lways honored our 
faith if not monetar i ly then spiritually. 
The re is par t of a s tanza of an old song 
tha t says, " I f we trust and never doubt . H e 
will surely bring you o u t . " This is my 
tes t imony. T o compromise is sin. 
Haro ld R. Myers 
Dallas Cen te r , Iowa 
Sower or Soils 
The emphas is on effective ways to 
spread the Gospe l , and the n o r m a l 
r e s u l t — c h u r c h d e v e l o p m e n t in David 
M c B e t h ' s Apr i l 10 a r t i c le , " F i n d i n g 
Responsive People , " is most valid. But it is 
unfor tuna te tha t the outline of method 
savors so much of a politico-religious 
manipula t ion of people, a thing so much 
unlike the Jesus of the parables mentioned. 
A summary paragraph will explain. In 
the flavor of the article the effective 
messenger of the gospel will be able to 
discern those most likely to accept his 
message and concent ra te on them. He will 
have learned well the nature of the "So i l s . " 
He will liken the persistent rejectors to the 
barren fig tree. The " c r o p " (harvest) of 
Mt . 9:35-38 is those who will accept his 
message. Fur the rmore , he will know when 
to catch people when they are most 
vulnerable to his message. He will t ake 
advantage of such unsettled points in 
people 's lives as unemployment , retire-
m e n t , g r a d u a t i o n , b i r t h of a c h i l d , 
marr iage, serious illness, or death. Then, 
too, he will make use of the new convert ' s 
access to his own fr iends and relatives. 
In view of the impor tance of the gospel 
message, all this may seem to many of the 
faith to be justified. But it hardly seems 
like the way of the One who wept over a 
rejecting Je rusa lem or who illustrated his 
concern for the lost with the story of the 
ninety and nine. 
I am suggesting that this seeming incon-
sistency between Jesus ' a t t i tude toward 
unfrui t fulness or barrenness on the one 
hand and his concern for the salvation of 
all on the other is the result of a mis-
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the m e a n i n g of t h e 
parables of the k ingdom. 
The problem just referred to does not 
arise if the focal point of these parables of 
the kingdom is considered to be the na tu re 
of that k ingdom and the task of presenting 
it to the world, which includes the dis-
couragements which the " s o w e r " will en-
counter. Brother McBeth aligns himself 
early in his article with the interpretat ion 
creating the difficulties when he said the 
Parable of the Sower should " m o r e rightly 
be called the Parab le of the Soi ls ." Whi le 
this may appeal to those interested in 
to page seven 
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Religious N e w s 
National Survey: Americans' 
Interest in Mideast Rises, 
Israeli Support Ebbs 
The n u m b e r of Amer icans following 
news on the Middle East has increased 
f rom 48 to 71 per cent in the last six 
mon ths and suppor t for Israelis dropped 
f rom 54 to 43 per cent dur ing tha t per iod, 
according to a na t ional poll. 
The latest New York T i m e s / C B S News 
survey reveals tha t Amer i can suppor t for 
A r a b s remained about the same, rising 
slightly f rom 27 per cent in Oc tober 1977 
to 29 per cent in the Apri l 3-7 poll. 
Given two choices, the A r a b suppor ters 
said the U .S . should pay m o r e a t tent ion to 
A r a b d e m a n d s even if the move were to 
an tagonize Israel . Those who supported 
I s rae l sa id t h e U . S . shou ld give its 
s trongest suppor t to Israel even if that 
mean t risking an A r a b oil boycot t . 
African Congress Faces 
Persecution Prospect 
Three hundred delegates f rom all par t s 
of Afr ica met in Blantyre , Malawi , M a y 8-
13, for the " L o v e Af r i ca Congress . " Focus 
for the six-day gather ing, held in the 
Kwacha In te rna t iona l Confe rence Cent re , 
was on girding the church for t imes of 
suffering and persecut ion. 
Ye remiah Chienda , executive cha i rman 
of the congress, in extending the invitation 
to part icipants , described Afr ica as " t h e 
bleeding cont inent . " Speakers frequently 
reminded delegates that , for many in 
Afr ica , the t ime of fiery persecution was 
not some remote period, it was a gr im, 
present reality. 
" T o stress the impor tance of being born 
again without a t rue understanding of the 
cost involved only leaves the church with 
the daunt ing prospect of mass apostacy in 
the face of persecution which is a fearful 
possibility in the Third W o r l d , " contended 
John Howell, who is deputy executive 
officer of the Lausanne Commi t t ee for 
World Evangelization. 
Persecution has existed in the church 
since the days of the apostles, he main-
t a ined . It a s s u m e d vary ing f o r m s in 
different t imes and diverse situations. 
The urgent need, stated Howell, was to 
prepare and equip Chris t ians to face possi-
ble persecution. " P e o p l e who have imbibed 
s h a l l o w g r a c e a r e u n p r e p a r e d f o r 
persecut ion," he said. "They are i m m a t u r e 
and marked by a bondage and dependence 
on the views of others. The people who are 
trained to cope with persecution have 
i ndependen t fa i th t ha t is m a r k e d by 
f reedom. 
ABS Reports Distribution 
Reached 400 Million in 1977 
M o r e than 400 million Scr iptures were 
distributed worldwide in 1977, according 
to the annual report of the Amer ican Bible 
Society. 
The total consisted of 9 million complete 
Bibles, 11 million New Tes taments , and 
390 million smaller Por t ions or Selections 
of Scripture . to page fifteen 
Letter to the Editor 
from page six 
evangelism and church development, it 
throws a completely dilferent light on the 
parable itself, which is not necessarily 
valid. 
The key to the interpretat ion seems to 
rest in the concept of what the " f r u i t " is. If 
the fruit is thought to be those who accept 
the gospel message, there are immedia te 
problems. Luke 8 identifies the potential 
recipients as the ground. But seed falling 
into the ground reproduces itself, not the 
ground. While it is a very valid etfort to 
have individuals accept Chris t and his 
kingdom, there is no evidence that the 
" f r u i t " of these parables refers to a collec-
tion of such persons. Making such an 
application causes the parables to validate 
a most unchristian at t i tude. 
The fruit truly was the characteris t ics of 
the kingdom that should be reproduced in 
the hearts of the people. Such is the 
meaning of the good ground, the stony 
ground, the barren fig tree, the harvest of 
Mt . 9:35-38, and the missionary effort of 
Mt . 10. 
The description of the "so i l s" associated 
with the Parab le of the Sower was not a 
hor ta tory approach to the unsaved, but 
instruction and encouragement to those 
trying to spread the kingdom in a dillicult 
world. 
Millard Herr 
Alta Loma, C A 
Church News 
Special Residents Are Coming 
To the Village! 
Beginning in the Fall there will be some 
unique residents at the Messiah Village. 
Preschool children will occupy a colorful 
corner of the Village f rom 7:30 a .m. to 
5:30 p .m. every weekday. This special 
g r o u p of 15 people will be in the care of the 
Chi ldren ' s Fami ly Cen te r . 
T h e Chi ldren ' s Fami ly Cente r is a new 
non-prof i t corpora t ion established for the 
purpose of providing quali ty educat ion and 
day-care for children while interact ing 
with older adul ts . Chi ldren will be nur-
tured in all ways which enhance their 
development . This is a communi ty service 
open to any children in the area. 
Res idents can in teract with the children 
in several ways. If it is action the older 
adul ts want , they can volunteer for oc-
casional per iods in the Center , or be hired 
as a regular pa r t - t ime staff members . The 
less active can observe their young fr iends 
by switching on the closed circuit T.V. , 
looking out the window, or by even coming 
to lunch. The possibilities for sharing life 
are limitless! 
The Board of Directors is composed of 
leaders f rom many disciplines and includes 
church, college, c o m m u n i t y , resident and 
p a r e n t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . M a r y G . 
Eshelman, Professor Emeri tus of Messiah 
College serves as the President. Anyone 
interested in giving financial assistance to 
this new v e n t u r e may c o n t a c t M r s . 
Eshelman at Messiah Village. 
Pray that this will be an effective out-
reach ministry. 
M I S S I O N S 
Bert and Marian Sider and sons N a t h a n 
a n d M a t t h e w a r r i v e d h o m e f r o m 
N i c a r a g u a f o r f u r l o u g h on M a y 6. 
Puslinch (Ont . ) is their home congrega-
tion. 
Ken and Elva Bulgrien and sons Kevin, 
Michael and Dennis arrived home for 
furlough M a y 10. Missionaries at the 
C h o m a Secondary School in Zambia , the 
Bulgriens are members of the Moore town 
congregat ion ( M I ) 
Several members of the M a t o p o Book 
C e n t r e s ta f f ( l o c a t e d in B u l a w a y o , 
Rhodesia) arrived home May 29 to begin 
furloughs: Phyllis Engle (VSer f rom the 
Cincinnat i congregat ion) , Erma Lehman 
(Air Hill congregat ion (PA), Lois Jean 
Sider (Wainfleet congregat ion Ont . ) and 
Sharon Weisser (Clarence Center , N Y , 
congregation). 
C O N F E R E N C E S 
Allegheny 
New Window Installed 
Afte r the Mar lyn Ave. church was 
dedicated, a fault in the construct ion 
became apparent . The twenty windows in 
the front wall of the sanctuary were of 
at t ract ive amber glass; but unfor tunate ly 
they caused an uncomfor tab le glare. This 
situation was temporar i ly taken care of by 
drapes hung over the windows. 
But now the problem has been cor-
rected. T h e or ig ina l glass has been 
to page eleven 
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Story of a Word 
NODE (nod) noun a. A point at 
which subsidiary parts originate or 
center; b. A point on a stem at 
which a leaf or leaves are inserted. 
In writing the mission board's 
report to General Conference, 
board secretary Roger Sider 
sought for a word which would 
illustrate the idea of a particular 
moment in time which has the 
potential for a new burst of growth 
and vitality. Rather than turning to a 
big "over-powering" word, he used 
a five-letter word, "nodal point". 
As the draft version of the report 
was circulated to board members 
for comment, several focused con-
cern on the word nodal. Roger, 
having spent a good deal of energy 
on the report already, consented to 
work another weekend in an 
attempt to find another word that 
"fit." But he had to report that he 
found no other word carrying the 
meaning so well. 
At the May Executive Committee 
meeting at Niagara Christ ian 
College, the report was adopted as 
not just the secretary's report, but 
the Board for Missions report. 
Merle Brubaker noted that since 
the writing of this report, he has 
been paying more than unusual 
attention to the nodes on his bud-
ding trees at home. 
The Board for Missions welcomes 
this opportuni ty to report on the state 
of Brethren in Chris t Missions to this 
historic General Conference. The mis-
sions outreach of our brotherhood has 
been integral to our denominat ional 
identity and to our understanding of 
the Gospel . Our vision has long ago 
lifted us beyond the shores of Nor th 
A m e r i c a to e n c o m p a s s a g lobal 
ministry. W e are a relatively small 
bro therhood, yet our commi tmen t to 
fulfill the Grea t Commiss ion has kept 
us constantly open to int imations of 
the Holy Spir i t ' s leading in new direc-
tions for new ministries. 
The growth of a missions enterprise 
is not, however, a smooth steady 
process. It, like physical growth, is 
marked by spurts and plateaus, phases 
of rapid advancement and phases of 
relative quiescence. Preceding each 
growth phase is a historically crucial 
moment , a nodal point, when all 
resources must be marshalled for the 
next forward thrust . In the history of 
Brethren in Chris t Missions there have 
been several such nodal points. Such 
was the t ime in 1894 when the first $5 
was laid on the table at General 
C o n f e r e n c e for foreign miss ions . 
Another occurred in December 1897 
when Elder Jesse Engle, our first 
missionary, stepped on Afr ican soil. 
Perhaps of equal significance was the 
point in the 1970s when the India 
church began to manage its own 
affairs without the presence of resident 
missionaries. Each of these three 
events was a highly significant new 
beginning, and others could be cited. 
W e believe 1978 is another such 
nodal point in Brethren in Christ 
Missions. This report will a t tempt to 
g i v e p e r s p e c t i v e , t h e r e f o r e , by 
focusing on the long view. In so doing, 
we see 1978 as a time to rejoice in 
what God has done through us, to 
reflect on current challenges, and to 
renew our vision and commitment . 
Rejoicing 
Rejoicing should come easily to us. 
During this past Biennium 236 people, 
young and old, f rom east and west, 
have served in assignments in missions 
service at home and abroad, this in 
addition to our pioneering pastor 
families in mission and extension 
churches . Of these, 53 were new 
r e c r u i t s a n d 183 w e r e p e r s o n s 
p r e v i o u s l y a s s i g n e d by G e n e r a l 
Conference, many of them veterans of 
long years of service. Including the 
short-term volunteers, 95 persons have 
terminated service during this Bien-
nium. Many of these have accepted 
p o s i t i o n s o f i n v o l v e m e n t a n d 
leadership in the life of the home 
church. Thus missions, rather than 
constituting a drain on the church's 
resources, is a constantly renewing 
source of talent and commitment . 
We are deeply thankful for the 
liberal giving of our people by which 
we reached 99.8% of the budget of 
$620,420 in 1977. In 1976 giving fell 
2.7% short of a budget of $564,015. 
Contr ibut ions to the World Hunger 
Fund have continued to reflect the 
faithfulness of our constituency, com-
prising $67,295.70 for 1976 and $69,-
589.48 in 1977 for a total of $262,-
493.67 to the needs of world hunger 
since the General Conference of 1974 
authorized its inception. 
The C 
The Board fo 
Word from the overseas churches 
gives cause for rejoicing. Renewed 
communicat ion with the church in 
Cuba affirms God ' s faithfulness. The 
church in Rhodesia , facing perils at 
every hand, makes its decisions in the 
fear of the Lord and its people talk 
with each other about trusting in Him 
for their daily care. Z a m b i a has con-
secrated its first Afr ican bishop and is 
e s t a b l i s h i n g new b e a c h h e a d s of 
Brethren in Christ witness in fast-
growing urban communit ies . In India, 
leadership training is going on at 
various levels f rom the village mukyas 
to Al lahabad Bible Seminary . The 
emergence of leadership in J apan 
opens the way for missionaries to 
move on to new endeavors beyond the 
present established communit ies of 
faith. In Nicaragua this Biennium has 
seen a growth pattern that has sur-
passed the expectations of its planners. 
In New York City two congregations 
have made solid strides of advance in 
new responsibi l i ty and o u t r e a c h . 
A m o n g the first generation of exten-
sion churches, four have now sur-
passed membership of 100. At more 
than 40 points across Nor th America 
the Board is sharing in the church 's 
ministries of outreach. 
Another area of rejoicing is the 
implementat ion of the Salary Plan for 
our missionaries. The church is now 
more responsibily providing for the 
financial security of these servants of 
the church similar to what has been 
done for our pastors in the Nor th 
American church. 
In recounting these blessings, we 
thank the Lord for His faithfulness. 
Reflection 
In the past Biennium the Board has 
also been keenly aware of looming 
challenges, si tuations calling upon our 
collective resolve and discernment. We 
invite the brotherhood to soberly 
reflect with us on these problem areas. 
First is the challenge of providing 
adequately for the financial needs of 
retired missionaries. Our past pat tern 
of support , while essentially adequate 
for personnel during their t ime of 
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service, did not allow them opportuni-
ty to sufficiently provide for their 
ret i rement years . In some cases rapid-
ly increasing costs have outstr ipped 
their valiant efforts to financially 
maintain themselves in their retire-
ment years. We must prompt ly and 
generously respond to this need among 
our brothers and sisters who have 
given so freely of themselves. 
Second is the complex issue of 
world hunger and the bro therhood ' s 
a t t empts to address it. Since 1974, 
more than a quar te r of a million 
dollars has been raised for the World 
Hunger Fund , of which $206,135.27 
has been channeled through the Men-
nonite Cent ra l Commi t t ee . Jus t over 
$20,000 has been sent to India and to 
the World Relief Commiss ion leaving 
an unspent balance of $36,277.17 of 
f u n d s e a r m a r k e d for use by the 
Brethren in Chr is t in areas of special 
need. T h e Board has been working on 
the p rog ramming of a Brethren in 
Chris t ministry to world hunger. But 
as ye t , we h a v e no t s u c c e e d e d . 
Avai lable and experienced personnel 
for such as assignment have been 
unable to obtain visas for India, a 
c o u n t r y where the need is g rea t . 
Moreover , the Board is commit ted to 
pursue long-range solutions to the 
hunger problem. These solutions in-
vo lve t r a i n i n g fo r s e l f - h e l p and 
development projects, thus harnessing 
the resources of the local area with the 
a s s i s t a n c e o f o u r c o n c e r n e d 
brotherhood in Amer ica . But this will 
take t ime and disciplined resolve. We 
ask the bro therhood to continue in its 
prayers and its giving. The extent of 
our commi tmen t is tested when the 
emotional appeals of the media have 
found new causes. 
A third challenge is to find ways to 
support our brothers and sisters in 
Rhodesia who face a t ime of persecu-
tion, isolation, and morta l danger . 
T h e y l ive a n d w o r k a m i d c i r -
cumstances that a re beyond their con-
trol. For Nor th Amer icans , our task is 
to identify so closely with our Rhode-
sian brethren that we share their 
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burdens daily through our prayers and 
concern. This constant danger to some 
of our own is a special opportunity for 
us to experience in a new way what 
Jesus taught us in John 16. And our 
Rhodesian brothers and sisters are not 
alone in anxieties. Their brothers and 
sisters in Z a m b i a too live in uncertain-
ty. And in Nicaragua there are dis-
quieting signs of upheaval. 
Finally, we must face squarely the 
pattern of missions giving by our 
home churches over the past twenty 
years. This period has been one of 
s u b s t a n t i a l g r o w t h of t he h o m e 
church . A c r o s s the b r o t h e r h o o d , 
sacrif icial giving has enabled the 
building of excellent facilities for con-
gregational life. The Nor th American 
church is now well-housed, providing a 
solid base for new outreach. Yet this 
same period has seen a substantial 
d e c l i n e in t he f r a c t i o n of t o t a l 
Brethren in Christ giving allocated to 
missions. Of every dollar contributed 
across the brotherhood in 1957, 18 
cents was given to the missions out-
reach of the church. By 1976 the 
missions share had dropped to 10 
cents. This is a distressing trend. 
We look to the brotherhood for 
wisdom in meeting these challenges. 
Renewal 
While nodal points are t imes of 
rejoicing and reflection, they are, most 
of all, opportunit ies for renewed vi-
sion. Past achievements and present 
difficulties need not distract us f rom 
l i f t ing our eyes to the i m m e n s e 
possibilities of the future. Evidence is 
abundant that the resources of the 
church are growing rapidly. Our con-
stituency includes large numbers of 
talented individuals with the creden-
tials required for missions service. 
People are offering themselves for new 
ministries. Moreover , the brotherhood 
is materially prosperous, representing 
enormous collective resources. Under 
t he H oly S p i r i t ' s d i r e c t i o n t he 
brotherhood is capable of a ma jo r new 
thrust in missions. But, are we willing? 
T h e possibi l i t ies a re numerous . 
Over the past two years the Board has 
been eliciting input regarding new 
mission fields. Six potential sites are 
being studied in Centra l America , 
Europe, Asia, Afr ica, and here in 
North America . All of these represent 
possible new thrusts beyond our pre-
sent perimeters. We need wisdom and 
courage in the choices we make on this 
issue. This General Conference will be 
faced with a crucial decision—whether 
to commit ourselves to new outreach, 
or to opt for the status quo. 
A revitalized missions thrust at the 
congregational level is also envisaged. 
In each congregation a "missions 
commit tee" might be organized, ser-
ving as a conduit for informat ion 
regarding brotherhood missions, ac-
t ing as a c a t a l y s t fo r m i s s i o n s 
programming in the local congrega-
tion and providing sponsorship for 
local m i s s o n s o u t r e a c h . S u c h a 
development could help every con-
gregation to realize its missions poten-
tial in its own c o m m u n i t y while 
fostering support for the global mis-
sions ministry of the brotherhood. 
What will be the cost of providing 
for retired missionaries, of supporting 
our missionaries under the Salary 
Suppor t Plan, of continuing to support 
present ministries, and of reaching 
into new fields? Financially, the cost 
will be in the neighborhood of $1,000,-
000 per year in contributions by 1980. 
In terms of personnel, it will require 
the very best among us to experience 
G o d ' s cal l f o r m i s s i o n s se rv ice . 
Spiritually, it will demand of all of us 
renewed obedience to the manda te of 
t he G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n . A t t h i s 
General Conference we are celebrating 
what the Lord has done through us, 
the Brethren in Christ , in our 200-year 
h is tory . W e a re blessed with the 
presence of representatives of our 
worldwide fellowship. We are at a 
nodal period. We can rest on our 
laurels or we can, as God ' s servants, 
commit ourselves to an enlarging vi-
sion of fulfilling His purposes in the 
years ahead. 
With six Brethren in Christ persons working with 
the Mennonite Central Committee's relief program in 
the Philippines, the 1947 General Conference 
authorized R. I. Witter of Kansas (chairman of the 
Foreign Mission Board) to accompany Jesse W. 
Hoover (editor of the VISITOR) to visit the Philip-
pines, investigating the possibilities of beginning mis-
sion work there. Although the Board decided not to 
start mission activites in the Philippines, one wonders 
in what ways the "footprints" would be different had 
the decision been made "to go." 
Footprints in 
The Philippines 
Dorothy Friesen/Gene Stoltzfus 
The signs of Mennoni te Centra l Commi t t ee are still 
visible in the hospital at Bangued in the Philippines 
al though M C C personnel left the area 25 years ago. 
A plaque in the main hall informs the visitor: "Founded 
by the Mennoni te Centra l Commi t t ee in 1947." The X-ray 
machine, microscope and other medical equipment are 
still in use. A genera tor f rom M C C days is still called into 
a c t i o n d u r i n g c i t y w i d e b r o w n o u t s . W a l l p o s t e r s 
throughout the hospital urge thrift , commi tment to social 
action, just ice and health. 
Dr. Bringas, the 48-year-old head of the Bangued 
Christ ian Hospi tal , is the son of the communi ty leader and 
bishop of the United Church of Christ Philippines ( U C C P ) 
who ar ranged with Orie Miller to send a medical team to 
open a hospital in the war-ravaged area. H e was the one 
who later encouraged the M C C workers to go deeper into 
the mounta in region to begin what is still known as the 
Abra Mounta in High School. 
Af te r the M C C workers left in 1951 the hospital was 
owned and managed for 10 years by the Northwest Luzon 
Conference of the U C C P . Later Dr. and Mrs . Bringas 
took over adminis t ra t ion and a new four-story hospital 
was built on the edge of town. The skeleton of the old 
hospital still remains where in 1947 it was hurriedly 
assembled as a temporary medical facility f rom quonset 
hut mater ia ls supplied by the United States Navy. 
Bangued C h r i s t i a n Hosp i t a l provides ha rd- to -ge t 
medical help for the Abra province. It has the only reliable 
laboratory in the city and the only blood bank in Abra . 
During our visit 60 patients f rom all over the province had 
come for special card iac tests. Some had walked for four 
days. When the cardiac specialist failed to arrive to read 
the tests Dr. Bringas sent the patients home and told them 
to listen to the local radio station the following Saturday 
af te rnoon af te r he had found another specialist in Mani la 
to read the tests. 
According to Bringas the main role of Bangued Chris-
tian Hospital is that of s t imulator and advocate for better 
health practices. The hospital sponsors unique projects in 
populat ion control and nutri t ion. Visiting the hospital 
while we were there was a team f rom the government 's 
Popula t ion Commiss ion in Mani la . They had been invited 
to do tubal ligations for women of the area. 
Family planning is particularly popular with the a rea ' s 
mountain people. We learned that mountaineer women 
practice a native form of permanent birth control by 
drinking a special kind of boiled bark. The team from 
Manila knew vaguely of that tradit ional means of birth 
control. They agreed that it usually works but nobody 
seemed to know why. Bringas and others believe that if 
traditional practices could be assimilated into the medical 
professions, t reatment would be better accepted and the 
patients would enjoy significant savings. 
We asked how a small 50-bed hospital could meet its 
budget and still serve Abra ' s poor. Bringas' response was, 
" W e practice the Robin Hood principle here. Those who 
can pay do so and that helps to cover those who can ' t 
pay ." 
We wanted to know if there were unpleasant memories 
from the M C C period. The answer was short and clear, 
"Mennoni tes only have good, clean fun. They work very 
hard all the t ime." Dr. Bringas frequently alluded to 
M C C e r Dr. James Brenneman as a model physician. 
Lamao is the little mountain village where M C C 
founded the Abra Mounta in High School. Many of the 
town officials of L a m a o got their start at the high school 
and love to tell stories about classes with Wilmer Heisey, 
the M C C e r who taught when the school opened in 1947. 
Mennoni tes are still remembered in Lamao and local 
people still don ' t understand why those early people 
always refused to part icipate in their folk dances. W e hope 
the faithful witness was not seriously compromised by our 
visit. We danced with vigor as the gongs rang out in the 
dark night. 
The six Brethren in Christ workers in the Philippines in 
the 1940s were: 
David and Ruth Hoover , Pleasant Hill, O H (Plea-
sant Hill congregation) 
Dr. Robert H. Smith, Souder ton, PA (Souderton 
congregation) 
Landon Charles, Nappanee , IN (Nappanee con-
gregation) 
Wilmer and Velma Heisey, Mt . Joy, PA (Cross 
Roads congregation) 
The Hoovers, Bob Smith and Landon Char les were a 
part of the Bangued Hospital project; Velma and Wilmer 
Heisey were in the L a m a o High School project, with 
Velma establishing a clinic in the mountains . Dr. Bringas 
(mentioned in the article) played the reed organ at the 
Heisey's wedding with his father, Rev. Pablo Bringas, 
performing the ceremony. 
The school in L a m a o has never closed its doors al though 
life has been hard since terminat ion of the subsidy f rom 
the Christ ian Missionary Society (Disciples of Christ . ) 
The teachers have not been paid since October . Last year 
the school planted coffee trees to help support itself but the 
trees will not bear fruit for several years. How to finance 
the school remains a problem. 
We have not been told how or why M C C made the 
decision to leave Abra in 1951. F rom our view 25 years 
later it seems clear that it was good to have worked there 
and good to have left at such an early date. Al though 
M C C continues to send medical supplies and occasional 
contributions to the hospital, a bit more could have been 
done through the years to keep in touch. The occasional 
visits happening in recent years seem sensible. 
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replaced with beaut i ful vari-colored panes, 
which admi t the light but have no glare, 
and whose colors and " swi r l " pa t terns 
suggested to Bishop Henry Ginder , in a 
recent visit, the n a m e , "Liv ing W a t e r s . " In 
fact, if you use a little imaginat ion, you 
can see " r ive r s , " "st i l l wa te rs , " " w a t e r 
fal ls ," even " T h e G r a n d C a n y o n " ! 
T h e new windows, and a new planter , 
recently built at the f ront of the church, 
were dedicated Apri l 9. The windows were 
dedicated to the memor ies of Ear l S. and 
Edna M . Keller, the deceased parents of 
pastor , Marv in Keller, and to the m e m o r y 
of Alber t E. Dreyer , the deceased husband 
of Mrs . Evelyne KnaulT Dreyer, and these 
names have been inscribed on two of the 
windows. Brother Keller had first met M r . 
Dreyer during hospital visitation. M r . 
Dreyer was in his last illness, and before 
his death , he accepted Chris t as his Savior . 
Mrs . Dreyer is now a m e m b e r of the 
congregat ion; and it is due to her generosi-
ty t h a t th is i m p r o v e m e n t was m a d e 
p o s s i b l e — a n i m p r o v e m e n t which has 
added beauty to the sanctuary and con-
tributes to the comfor t of the worshippers . 
Springvale Honors Members 
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Hall being 
presented with a plaque from the congrega-
tion in appreciation for 34 years of con-
tinuous service as deacon and wife. The 
pastor. Rev. Allan Heise, makes the presen-
tation. 
The Cedar Grove congregation, near 
Miffl intown, Pa. , honored 44 Sunday 
school t e a c h e r s and staff on S u n d a y 
evening, M a y 6. T h e S u n d a y school 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , Dean Wil low, led in 
devotions and a f i lmstr ip was shown. The 
pastor is Rev. Eugene Heidler. 
The C'hambersburg congregation reports 
a Family Life Conference on April 15 and 
16. Resource persons for the week-end 
were Rev. and Mrs . Eber Dourte , Dr. 
Helen Heim, Barry Star l iper , and Rev. 
John Hoste t ter . A consecration service 
was held on Sunday morning, April 23, for 
newly elected deacon, Leon Kanagy. Rev. 
A. G. Brubaker is the pastor . 
A Dedicat ion Service for three infants is 
reported by the Clear Creek congregation, 
Everett , Pa. , on Sunday , May 7. The 
pastor is Rev. Cur t i s Bryant . 
Rev. L o m e Lichty, pastor of the Green 
Spring congregation, near Newville, Pa. , 
reports significant growth in the Sunday 
school and worship services. A recent 
p rogram was presented by Teen Challenge. 
The Montgomery congregation, near 
M e r c e r s b u r g , Pa . , observed C h r i s t ' s 
Crusaders Day on Sunday , April 30, by 
having the young people lead and teach the 
Sunday school classes. An af ternoon ser-
vice was held for the youth with Rev. Barry 
Star l iper , director of Youth for Chris t . A 
musical p rogram was presented in the 
evening by choirs f rom the Her i tage 
A c a d e m y Inc. , H a g e r s t o w n . Rev. H . 
Melvin Boose is the pastor . 
The Pleasant View congregation, Red 
Lion, Pa . , used the month of April to reach 
t h e t o t a l f a m i l y w i t h e a c h w e e k 
emphasiz ing a different aspect of the fami-
ly. The " C o m e Under Our U m b r e l l a " 
Campa ign was under the direction of the 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , W a y n e Sechr i s t . T h e 
pastor is Rev. Haro ld Bowers. 
Atlant ic 
Loyalty Sunday on May 7, was par t of 
the Spir i tual Life Emphas is held by the 
Lancaster congregation. Dr . G e o r g e 
Kimber was the speaker for both the 
An inscribed Bible was presented to Mr. 
and Mrs. Orland Teal by the Springvale 
congregation in honor of their 50th Wed-
ding Anniversary which was celebrated on 
February 14. 
morning and evening services. Rev. Eber 
Dour te is the pastor . 
The Mastersonville congregation will 
observe 100 years as a congregat ion by 
holding special services each night f rom 
May 31—June 4. The pastor is Rev. J a m e s 
Ketner . 
A fund raising drive was held on M a y 13 
and 14 by the Montoursville congregation. 
Stewardship Director , Alvin Burkholder , 
helped with the drive. Rev. Larry S t rouse 
is the pastor . 
The Palmyra congregation hosted the 
18th Annual W M P C Fellowship on Apri l 
27. Speakers . Beth Frey, Leora Yoder , 
Edna Kreider, Ethel Bundy, and Rev. 
Luke Keefer, Jr . , used the theme, " W h e n 
We P ray . " The pastor is Rev. J . Rober t 
Lehman. 
The Speedwell Heights congregation, 
near Lititz, Pa., reports Chris t ian Life 
Services were held April 5-9, with Rev. 
L o m e Lichty as the guest speaker . The 
pastor is Rev. Glenn C. Frey. 
Canadian 
The Heise Hill congregation hosted a 
Senior Youth Ret rea t for the On ta r io 
churches on April 21, 22, 23. The pastor is 
Rev. J a m e s Cober . 
The Port Colborne and the Welland 
congregations joined together on Sunday 
evening, April 30, for a Baptismal Service. 
The pastors are: Por t Co lborne—Rev . 
G o r d o n G i l m o r e and W e l l a n d — R e v . 
Wal ter Kelly. 
The Wainfleet congregation reports tha t 
on Sunday , April 23, the church choir 
presented a can ta ta , " E a s t e r S o n g , " prior 
to their communion service. A fellowship 
dinner was held following the service. T h e 
pastors are Rev. Roy J . Pe te rman and 
Rev. Roger C h a r m a n . 
Central 
"Chr i s t in C o n t r o l " was the theme tha t 
the Ashland congregation used for their 
Christ ian Growth Week-end on April 14-
16. The guest speaker was J . Andrew 
Stoner . Rev. Ted Mit ten is the pastor , 
to page fourteen 
Service of Dedication 
Messiah Village 
100 M t . Allen Drive 
Mechanicsburg , Pa . 
10:00 a .m. 
July 1, 1978 
Presiding Dr. Ivan Beachy 
Introi t Grantham Choir 
Mr. Ron Long conducting 
Call to Worsh ip and Invocation 
Dr. Beachy 
Congrega t iona l Song 
Prayer Dr. Walter Winger 
Greet ings: Mr. John Hooper. 
Mr. Ray Sawyer. Mr. Dwight Bert 
Offer ing: 
Led by Rev. Dale Allison with greet ings 
(Project : $3,000.00 to Equip and Fur -
nish the Worsh ip Cen te r ) 
A n t h e m : Grantham Choir 
Message: " M e s s i a h Vil lage" 
Rev. J. N. Hostetter 
Dedicat ion Service 
Dr. Beachy in charge 
Greet ings f rom Rev. David Bollinger 
and presentat ion of key to Mr . Musser 
Mar t in 
Accep tance of key and its presenta-
tion to Bishops H. A. Ginder and C. B. 
Byers for dedicat ion 
Dedicat ion Ri tua l 
P raye r s of Dedicat ion; Bishop Byers, 
Bishop Ginder 
Presenta t ion of key to Rev. George 
Kibler; 
Acknowledgmen t 
Benediction Rev. LeRoy Walters 
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God's Love 
And the Retarded 
Donna Zook 
R o o m s F o u r and Five provide 
many happy and loving experiences 
Tor students, teachers and visitors of 
the Happy Learners and Sunshine 
Sunday School classes. 
In November of 1976 the Cedar 
Grove Brethren in Christ Board for 
Chris t ian Educat ion felt led to start 
Christ ian Education for the Mental ly 
Retarded . We had had no experience 
or training, so started looking for 
mater ia ls and resource people. Af te r 
an int roductory meeting with the con-
gregat ion, a training session for a 
small core of workers, and a fellowship 
t i m e f o r i n v i t e d f a m i l i e s w i t h 
Re ta rded Citizens, we started two 
classes on May 1, 1977. 
T h e Happy Learners class is for 
children 6 to 15 years old. Presently 
four are enrolled in that class. The 
Sunshine class for adults usually has 
f rom seven to eight s tudents every 
Sunday . Member s of these classes who 
are able, sit with a friend as they 
part icipate in the Morning Worship 
service fo l lowing S u n d a y Schoo l . 
Eagerly and seriously they try to 
follow the words of the hymns, and the 
Scr ip ture reading. With pride they 
place their offering on the plate as it 
passes. At the close of the service they 
bask in the friendliness and love shown 
them by members of the congregat ion. 
This program has been supported 
by the local Association for Retarded 
Citizens but not sponsored by it. 
Through members of this association 
we learned of people who should be 
contacted. 
The program is sponsored and cared 
for by the Board for Christian Educa-
tion who appoints teachers, chooses 
curriculum, and arranges for t ranspor-
tation and friends for the various class 
members . Curr iculum has presented 
problems, but we have found that 
N u r s e r y Level m a t e r i a l can be 
adapted for use in the young class. The 
adults can use the Kingergarten or 
Grade One material with some adap-
tat ion. 
The Happy Learners enjoy singing 
with rhythm sticks and "going to 
church" in cars made from boxes. 
They like to play in Noah ' s ark or 
A b r a h a m ' s tent. Their favorite song is 
" Jesus Loves M e . " The Sunshine 
class, also, enjoy singing with rhythm 
sticks. The students respond to lessons 
being taught with Flash Cards, flannel 
graph figures, objects to be handled or 
Show 'n Tell records. They are always 
ready to pray or ask for prayer for a 
relative or neighbor. Members of both 
classes can understand that God loves 
them and cares for them. They learn 
that God shows His love for them in 
many ways, even by giving His Son to 
die for them. They are taught that they 
can pray to G o d anywhere and 
anytime. 
We feel that we are helping to make 
these people's lives happier and more 
meaningful by sharing God 's message 
of love with them. W e know that 
Cedar Grove Congregat ion is richer 
because of the love and sensitivity 
these "a lways children" have brought 
with them. 
Below: The combined classes referred to in the article along with the staff, Pastor 
Eugene Heidler, and John Arthur Brubaker, the denomination's Director of 
Christian Education. 
<t\ve 
T n P 
Mary Ebersole 
In several weeks, many Brethren in 
C h r i s t f a m i l i e s wi l l be on t h e 
highways, drawn, as if by a magnet , to 
the campus of Messiah College. These 
families will be excited at tending the 
2 0 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y G e n e r a l 
Conference. They will carry high ex-
pectations for meeting with brothers 
and sisters, joining in conference ac-
tivities, and making decisions on im-
portant issues. 
What will these familes expect f rom 
the trip to General Conference? Sit-
ting in a cramped car with teens whose 
gangly elbows and knees always seem 
to be jabbing into someone 's sides? 
Listening to the familiar refrain of 
preschoolers: " H o w soon will we get 
there?" Trying to synchronize rest 
stops only to find that the need is 
urgent and the next one is forty miles 
away? 
The trip can be half the fun if you 
take time to do some advance plan-
ning and to generate high expectations 
for the trip as well as for the destina-
tion. The following list of activities 
may suggest some new possibilities for 
fun as you travel with your family this 
summer . 
Mystery Box. Find inexpensive ways 
to pop surprises along the way. Car ry 
along a box full of small wrapped 
packages, some initialed for each 
child. Periodically, allow children to 
open a package. Magic Slates, Wooly 
W i l l y s , k a l e i d o s c o p e s , b a l l o o n s , 
puzzles, act ivi ty books , c rayons , 
clothespin or finger puppets, or five 
and dime miniatures make good sur-
prises. 
Cassette Tapes. A cassette recorder 
(with adaptor or batteries) with some 
new tapes of children's music and 
stories makes good enter ta inment for 
long, boring stretches. Tapes including 
finger plays, motion songs or sing-
alongs will hold attention longer. Ex-
periment with recording your own 
r e a d - a l o u d v e r s i o n s of f a v o r i t e 
stories—with turn-the-page signals so 
young readers can follow. 
Alphabet Game. See who can make 
a complete alphabet first, using letters 
from signs and license plates. M a k e 
simple rules: one letter f rom each sign; 
no looking backwards. 
Quickies for Rest Stops. Fatigue 
and hunger work against a relaxing 
trip. Use grassy areas at rest stops for 
t h r o w i n g F r i s b e e or N e r f Bal l , 
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Is f t the 
blowing bubbles, or jumping rope. A 
solid rubber ball, stuffed and knotted 
into the foot of a tube sock gives pitch-
and-catch a new twist and wobble. 
Whi le you ' r e s topped, nibble some 
high energy snacks f rom the lunch 
box. 
Guessing Games. F o r s m a l l 
children, " B e e bee bumble bee; I see 
something you don ' t see; and the color 
of it is , " can be played 
with objects you see f rom the car 
windows. "Ca t ego r i e s " can be scaled 
up or down for all ages. One person 
begins by announcing a category: 
things that fly . . . that a re blue . . . that 
smell good . . . that have tongues. 
Then he or she begins listing items 
which belong—and eventually one 
that doesn ' t belong: birds fly, bats fly, 
a i rplanes fly, kites fly, chimneys fly. 
T h e person who shouts " n o " to the 
misfit first gets to s tar t the next round 
with a d i f fe ren t ca t ego ry . O l d e r 
c h i l d r e n will e n j o y t e a s e r s l ike , 
"wagons have tongues; shoes have 
tongues . " 
T a k e turns putt ing a name with 
each letter of the alphabet . F rom A to 
Z m a k e a list of girls' names, boys' 
names, Bible names, names of towns 
and cities, names of vegetables or 
names of car makes and models. 
" Y o u Don ' t S a y " is a guessing 
g a m e of syllables. O n e person thinks 
of a Bible name (for example, Ezekiel) 
and gives clues, one syllable at a t ime 
(not necessarily in order) . Clues for 
Ezekiel might be: fifth letter of the 
a l p h a b e t - E; g a m e of h ide and 
- seek; scream - yell. 
T h e first person to guess the whole 
name f rom the guessed syllables start 
a new round. 
Navigator and/or Tour Guide. 
Assign one family member to be 
navigator , one to be tour guide. The 
navigator follows the m a p or Tr ip Tik 
and helps plot the day ' s route. The 
tour guide furnishes informat ion 
about towns and cities passed through 
or in teres t spo t s a long the way. 
W r i t i n g a h e a d to C h a m b e r s of 
C o m m e r c e or state offices of Touris t 
In format ion could be done weeks 
before the trip. 
Prepared Games. S o m e games on 
the marke t adapt well to car travel. 
Password, magnet ic checkers, or chess 
are old favorites. U n o is a new card 
game which involves matching colors 
and numbers. The box says for ages 7 
and up, but many 4-7 year olds can 
match well enouth to play. 
Simple Lapwork. A bed table or car 
t ray makes a good surface for doing 
simple lapwork. Try spool knitting, 
m a k i n g p o t h o l d e r s , s t r i n g i n g 
macaroni , paper clips, safety pins; 
m a k i n g m o s a i c s f r o m seeds or 
v a r i e t i e s of m a c a r o n i , k n o t t i n g 
macrame^ building with Tinkertoys or 
bristle blocks. 
Counting Contests. Set a mileage 
limit and see who can count the most 
cows, camping trailers, mailboxes, 
children, cats. Add interest by adding 
penalties and bonuses: lose twenty for 
crossing a railroad t rack, passing a 
cemetery; plus 10 for overpasses; 
minus 10 for underpasses; double your 
count for a cat sitting in a window, etc. 
Collections. You could either stop 
for the real thing or make lists as you 
pass by. Collectibles include flowers, 
rocks, bottlecaps, leaves, sayings f rom 
signs or bumper stickers, postcards 
( o n e f r o m e a c h s t a t e t r a v e l e d 
through). T a k e along an old catalog 
for pressing nature items. 
Travel Alphabet. Keep a notebook 
with a word and description for each 
letter of the alphabet based on places, 
people or events you encounter. On 
our family trips, 1V1 is usually for 
Mosquito: z-z-z (swat!) z-z-z-z 
(twitch!) z-z-z-z ( jump! swat!) 
Travel Bingo. M a k e several copies 
of the sample bingo card or make up 
your own card with items or signs you 
expect to see along your way. Place an 
X through the square of each item you 
see. The object is to get the first 
complete row of X's , down, across, or 
diagonally. 
The suggestions above represent 
hours of family fun and closeness I 've 
experienced with my original family, 
and now with my own family. S o m e of 
the ideas came from friends who aim 
to m a k e traveling with a family fun for 
all. With some planning and imagina-
tion, you may find that when your 
family travels, getting there is half the 
fun. 
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Harold Wolgemuth 
1908-1978 
Harold Wolgemuth, son of Ezra and 
Lizzie Wolgemuth, was born at Mt. Joy, 
Pa. , March 29, 1908 and died May 1, 1978, 
at Leonard, Michigan. Death was sudden, 
a result of a heart a t tack. 
He is survived by his wife, the former 
Ruth Hunt , whom he married in 1975. He 
was predeceased by his first wife, Alice 
Hof fman . He is also survived by a son, 
James; a daughter , Dorcas VanKay; and 
six grandchildren. 
Brother Wolgemuth was ordained to the 
ministry in 1942, serving pastorates in 
Florida, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, and 
Mich igan . T h e la rger por t ion of his 
ministry was to the Kentucky Church 
where he served as pastor and superinten-
dent. He was the founding pastor of the 
Campbellsville church. At the time of his 
death he was interim pastor of the Leonard 
(Michigan) congregation. 
The funeral service was held at the Cross 
Roads Brethren in Christ Church, Mt . 
Joy, Pa., with Rev. J . N. Hostet ter and 
Rev. H. N. Hoste t ter officiating. Inter-
ment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Memoria l services were held at the 
Leonard Church on May 2 and at the 
Beulah Chapel Church, near Columbia , 
Ky., on May 6. 
Tribute 
Harold has served in a number of 
capacities, officially and unofficially. His 
ministry has been marked by a great 
capacity to accept people as they are and 
to love them, and this love was felt and 
caused a response of love f rom those who 
knew him. He related well to people f rom 
many walks in life, to children, young 
people, adults and older people, all alike. 
H e was not ostentatious and was perhaps 
on occasion somewhat taken for granted. 
His manner was marked by a great spirit 
of meekness. He is in retrospect seen as a 
man of greatness and strengths that were 
not always recognized. 
Church News 
from page eleven 
The ladies of the Dayton congregation 
purchased a new lawn mower for the 
church. The pastor is Rev. Henry Chafin. 
The Mooretown congregation near San-
dusky, Mich. , held a Welcome H o m e 
Celebrat ion for the Kenneth Bulgrien fami-
ly on Sunday , May 21. A carry-in dinner 
followed the morning service in honor of 
the Bulgriens who just returned home f rom 
Zambia . Rev. Ronald Slabaugh is the 
pastor. 
The Nappanee congregation held an 
Installation Service for Interim Pastor , 
Jay McDermond, on Sunday morning, 
M a y 14. 
Midwest 
T h e M o u n t a i n View congregat ion 
(Colorado Springs) moved on Sunday, 
June 10, f rom their present facilities to the 
newly purchased and larger facility. They 
report good attendence. The pastor is Rev. 
J a m e s Esh. 
T h e Oak Park congregat ion ( D e s 
Moines) had Rev. Sheldon Wilson as their 
guest speaker on Sunday morning, M a y 7. 
A carry-in dinner was served following the 
service. Rev. Haro ld Jackson is the pastor . 
Pacific 
Three families recently joined the New 
Life congregation (Por t land, Ore.) . The 
congregation has moved to a Day C a r e 
Center for their Sunday services. The 
pastor is Rev. John Fries. 
Births 
Angle: T imothy Gran t , born April 7, 
to Ed and Jenny Angle, Chambersburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Blackstone: Angela Lynn, born April 
1, to Glenn and Sharon Blackstone, Clear 
Creek congregat ion, Pa. 
Brandis: T imothy Michael , born April 
12, to T h o m a s and Reg ina Brand is , 
Souder ton congregat ion. Pa . 
Brown: Sharon Beth, born March 3, to 
Frank and Eileen Brown, Souder ton con-
gregation, Pa. 
Buckwalter: April Lynn, born April 
10, to Bryan and Le lah Buckwal t e r , 
Amhers t congregat ion. Ohio 
G h a t t a s : T o d d M i c h a e l , b o r n 
February 20, to M r . and Mrs . Asad Ghat -
tas, P a r a m o u n t congregat ion, Pa . 
Gilmore: Char i ty Leah, born April 4, 
to Rev. and Mrs . Gordon Gilmore, Port 
Colborne congregat ion, Ont . 
Helfrick: Ja red Michael , born April 
13, to Dale and Carol (Friese) Helfr ick, 
Mon tgomery congregat ion, Pa . 
Keller: Scot t Sands, born April 6, to 
Gary and Barbara Keller, Manor con-
gregation, Pa . 
Marr: Stephen Glen, born Feb. 14, to 
Mr . and M r s . Glenn M a r r , Wainfleet 
congregat ion, On t . 
14 
McCombs: J e r e m y H e r b e r t , born 
April 12, to Mr . and Mrs . John McCombs , 
Wainfleet congregation, Ont . 
Peckman: Ben jamin Wi land , born 
M a r c h 26, to D e n n i s and B a r b a r a 
Peckman, Chambersburg congregation, 
Pa . 
Schaus: Lisa Kathleen, born March 
13, to M r . and M r s . Alan S c h a u s , 
Springvale congregation, Ont . 
Schellenberger: Danielle Renee, born 
A p r i l 2 5 , t o L e o a n d H e n r i e t t a 
Shellenberger, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Folcarelli-Garis: Lori, daughter of Mr . 
and Mrs . Rober t Garis , Souderton, Pa. , 
and Joseph, son of Mr . and Mrs . Anthony 
Folcarelli, Telford, Pa., April 15, in the 
Souderton Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. John A. Byers officiating. 
Knepper-Vaughn: Judy A., daughter of 
Mr . and Mrs . Howard Vaughn, Newville, 
Pa., and Daniel C. , son of Mr . and Mrs. 
Wi lbu r Kneppe r , C h a m b e r s b u r g , Pa . , 
April 15, in the Mt . Rock Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Robert Griffith 
and Rev. Avery Musser officiating. 
Reardon-Shaw: Patricia, daughter of 
Mrs . Albert Shaw, and Paul, son of Mr . 
and Mrs . Paul Reardon, both of Souder-
ton, Pa . , Apri l 8, in the S o u d e r t o n 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John 
A. Byers ociating. 
Walker-Leckrone: Lois Leckrone , 
daughter of Mr . and Mrs . Raymond Hess, 
Souder ton, Pa. , and David, son of Mr . and 
Mrs. John Walker , Chalfont , Pa., April 6, 
in the Wayside Chapel , Prospectville, Pa., 
with John A. Byers officiating. 
Wilson-Wyld: Lily M . Wyld, and Guy 
Wilson, May 6, 1978, in the Oak Park 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Sheldon Wilson, brother of the groom, and 
Rev. Harold Jackson officiating. 
Obituaries 
McCulloh: Mrs . Abbie S. McCul loh , 
died April 10, 1978, in C a m p Hill, Pa. at 
the age of 84. She was the daughter of 
Bishop and Mrs . John Sider, Wainfleet, 
Ont . She was married to Archibald S. 
McCulloh who preceded her in death. She 
is survived by two sons: Merlin and 
Everett; four grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren; and a sister. In terment was 
in the Brick Church Cemetery, Ustick, II. 
Oliver: Miss Bessie Oliver, Greencast le , 
Pa. , died March 17, 1978, in the Leader 
Nursing Home, at the age of 88. She was a 
member of the Ant r im Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral service was conducted 
in the Minnich-Miller Funeral H o m e by 
Rev. Wilbur Benner. Interment was in the 
Brown's Mill Cemetery. 
Shultz: Mrs . Paul ine E. Conrad Shultz, 
born Aug. 29, 1936, died April 7, 1978, in 
Montgomery , Al. She was married to 
Robert Shultz who survives. She is also 
survived by two sons; a daughter ; her 
parents; and two brothers. The funeral 
service was conduc ted at the R e f t o n 
Brethren in Chris t Church by Rev. Har ry 
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Bob G. Slosser, vice-president in charge 
of C B N News, also announced tha t the 17-
year-old network would begin daily news 
broadcas t s in Februa ry 1979. 
Bill Would Penalize Parents 
For Children's Vandalism 
New Y o r k ' s Assembly has approved a 
bill that would m a k e all parents liable for 
vandal ism caused by their children, even if 
the parents "exercised due diligence in the 
supervis ion" of their children. 
U n d e r existing laws, paren ts or guar-
dians a re exempt f rom responsibility if 
they can show they exercised due diligence. 
Otherwise , they can be made to pay up to 
$500 in d a m a g e s for vandalism commi t t ed 
by children aged 10 to 18. 
T h e measure passed by the Assembly 
would raise the liability to $1,000 and 
remove the provision exempting diligent 
parents . T h e Assembly bill was adopted by 
a vote of 110 to 16. 
'No Competition' for Christianity, 
Eldridge Cleaver Tells EPA Editors 
During eight years outside the U .S . as a 
Black Pan the r fugit ive f rom the law, 
Eldr idge Cleaver said he studied the al ter-
natives and declared to 235 editors of the 
Evangelical Press Associat ion: " T h e r e is 
no compet i t ion for Chr i s t i an i ty . " 
In his keynote address for E P A ' s 30th 
c o n v e n t i o n M a y 8 -10 a t A r r o w h e a d 
Spr ings , he said tha t in Jesus Chris t he has 
found " a sat isfact ion which I wonder if 
most Chr i s t i ans sha re . " 
" W h a t I 'm worr ied about is a lack of 
e n t h u s i a s m a m o n g C h r i s t i a n s in 
A m e r i c a , " he said. Cleaver warned the 
e d i t o r s not to wield the i r power to 
demolish people when they a t t acked ideas. 
H e said he held no animosi ty toward any 
who might have criticized him too harshly 
or been suspicious of his conversion. 
O n other ma t t e r s Cleaver commented : 
" M a r x i s m and c o m m u n i s m have been 
defea ted . T h e least educated people in 
P o r t u g a l and I t a ly have o v e r t h r o w n 
a t t empt s by the par ty to seize control . 
T h e r e is a d e f i n i t e m o v e t o w a r d 
d e m o c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s . . . w h e r e 
Chr is t iani ty has been firmly implan ted . " 
Eldr idge Cleaver Crusades plans to con-
duct evangelistic missions in San Fran-
cisco 's inner city which he described as 
"ooz ing filth th rough its pores . " He is 
s tudying the Bible regularly with Pas to r 
Ray S t e d m a n at Peninsula Bible Church at 
Pa lo Al to , Calif . , he said. 
School History 
Must 'Tell It Like It Was' 
T h e Memphis , Tenn. , director of the 
Nat iona l Confe rence of Chr is t ians and 
Jews said he feels it 's high t ime the history 
t e x t s b e i n g u s e d in m o s t s c h o o l s 
th roughou t the country today " s t a r t telling 
about Wor ld W a r II like it was . " 
The Rev. H a r r y M o o r e said he also feels 
not nearly enough is being taught in 
schools today about black history or the 
life and t imes of the Rev. Dr. Mar t in 
Luther King J r . 
" W e point our finger at Russia and Red 
China because in those countries only what 
the leadership approves as history is taught 
in the schools ," Mr . Moore told the 
Cathol ic diocesan newspaper. Common 
Sense, in an interview. 
" Y e t , when it comes to World W a r II 
and the holocausts and the dropping of two 
a tomic bombs on J a p a n , our history books 
too of ten do the same thing—they omit or 
gloss over these th ings ," he said. 
" A no-holds-barred record of World 
W a r II must be taught to our chi ldren," 
the Baptist minister maintained. "Believe 
me, few children you meet today even 
know what you are talking about when you 
mention the Holocaus t—the slaughter of 6 
million Jews by the Nazis . 
" A n d they get very little informat ion in 
their history school texts on the dropping 
of two a tomic bombs on Japanese cities by 
the United Sta tes . The same thing holds 
true for black history in most schools and 
for the life and work of Dr. King ." 
Roman Catholic Population 
Reached 49,836,176 in 1977 
R o m a n Cathol ics now comprise 23 per 
cent of the populat ion of the United 
States, with a total of 49,836,176 reported 
for the year 1977 by the Official Cathol ic 
Directory for 1978, jus t issued here by P. J . 
Kenedy & Sons. 
The total represents an increase of 510,-
424 over the 1976 figure. 
House Supports Tax Credit Aiding 
Parents of Private School Students 
By a vote of 199-173, the House of 
Representat ives opened the door to inclu-
sion of tax credits for parents of children 
at tending non-public schools in the new 
federal budget. 
The vote c a m e on a proposal by Rep. 
T h o m a s A. Luken (D-Ohio) to lower the 
1979 revenue target by $632 million. This 
would cover the cost of a tuition tax credit 
which Rep. Luken is also proposing. 
Under the Luken amendment , there 
would be a m a x i m u m credit of $150 a year 
for college tuit ion, and $100 for elemen-
tary and secondard school tuition. 
Baptising of Preschool Children 
Draws Fire of a Baptist Scholar 
The cha i rman of the Southern Baptist 
Historical Commiss ion warned that the 
practice of baptising preschool children, 
which is being done by some S B C con-
gregat ions, appears to "pu t us precariously 
close to the practice of infant bap t i sm." 
The Rev. Richard D. Pa t ton , who is also 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Por t land, 
Tenn. , sounded this a la rm in an address to 
the joint meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Historical Commiss ion and Historical 
S o c i e t y , a t S o u t h w e s t e r n B a p t i s t 
Theological Seminary . 
H e reported that " t h e total percentage 
of children baptized under eight years of 
age in 1976 was 35,562, or a lmost 10 per 
cent of the total number of bapt isms 
repor ted ." 
M r . Pa t ton quoted Dr. Kenneth L. 
Chaf in , pas tor of South Main Baptist 
Church in Hous ton and former evangelism 
director for the Southern Baptist H o m e 
Mission Board, as having said several 
years ago that " i f this trend continues, it 
will not be an unusual thing for preschool 
children to be joining churches on t ransfer 
of le t ter ." 
Higher Rate of Infant Deaths 
Due to Lack of Prenatal Care 
S o m e 15 per cent of mothers whose 
infants died in 1967 had no prenatal care, 
according to a study of the District of 
Co lumbia ' s high infant mortal i ty rates. 
Infant deaths here in 1976 occurred at 
the rate of 24.9 per 1,000 live bir ths, 
c o m p a r e d with 14 d e a t h s per 1,000 
nationwide. A m o n g the distr ict 's black 
mothers , the rate was 27.7 per 1,000. For 
whites, it was 7.5 deaths per 1,000. 
The study, prepared by Dr. A r m a n d 
Pulcinella with funds from the Rober t 
Wood Johnson Founda t ion , revealed that 
teenage pregnanceis contr ibuted only a 
small percentage of the infant morta l i ty . 
70,000, Most of Them Muslims, 
Flee Burma to Bangladesh 
About 70,000 people, most of them 
Muslims, have fled into Bangladesh f rom 
Burma in recent weeks, according to 
official sources here. 
S o m e of the refugees brought tales of 
torture, rape and robbery at the hands of 
Burmese forces, who they alleged drove 
them f rom their homes at gunpoint . 
The Burmese government said that all 
those fleeing the country were Bengalis 
( f rom Bangladesh) who wanted to escape 
from officials investigating illegal im-
migrat ion. 
Dacca sources mainta in that Mus l ims 
have been living in what is now Burma for 
generat ions, going back to the period when 
the region was par t of the British colonial 
empire. 
The major i ty of Burmese are Buddhists. 
Mormon World Membership 
Now Exceeds 4 Million 
World membersh ip of the Church of 
Jesus Chris t of Lat ter-day Saints (Mor -
mon), now est imated at more than 4 
million, grew by an average of 611 persons 
daily during 1977. 
Membersh ip has increased by 223,251 to 
a total of 3,966,000 and projected growth 
since the beginning of 1978 places the 
current world membersh ip es t imate at 
more than 4 million. 
Homosexual Rights Law 
Repealed in Wichita 
Witchi ta , Kan. , voters voted over-
whelming endorsement of a referendum 
resolution calling for abolit ion of the ci ty 's 
homosexual rights ordinance. The vote 
was 47,246 to 10,005. 
Leaders of the campaign opposing the 
ordinance had predicted a 2 to 1 victory. 
Those endorsing the ordinance had not 
expected to win. 
The local law prohibited discr iminat ion 
in housing, employment and public accom-
modat ions based on sexual or affect ional 
preference. 
Witchi ta thus followed the cities of 
Miami and St . Paul in repealing gay rights 
laws. Another election on the issue will be 
held in Eugene, Ore . , in late May . 
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Resolutions Committee 
Christian Holiness Association 
Homosexuality 
The Chris t ian Holiness Association is acutely aware of 
the present discussions, both legal and moral , within the 
church, government , and society about homosexuali ty. 
With a deep sense of compassion for all people with 
spiritual needs it is incumbent upon the Association to 
speak at this t ime from a biblical and sympathetic 
position. 
The Chris t ian Holiness Association recognizes that on 
the basis of the Scriptures, homosexual acts are sinful. W e 
affirm the biblical position that such sinful acts are both 
subject to the wrath of God and may be forgiven by the 
grace of God. W e deplore any action or s tatement that 
would seem to imply compatibil i ty between Christian 
morali ty and the practice of homosexuali ty. 
The Chris t ian Holiness Association resolves to make 
this aff i rmat ion to as large a public as possible. Therefore, 
by preachment and resolution we declare our stand against 
homosexual i ty . At the same t ime we commit ourselves to 
acts of Chris t ian love for all persons and extend to them 
the good news of God ' s grace and power to t ransform 
human life and make it whole again. 
Moratorium of Prison Construction 
In the United States since 1950, and possibly elsewhere, 
the concept of communi ty correctional facilities has come 
as an alternative to ever larger and more costly prisons. 
With a prison populat ion of 534,000 individuals the total 
cost of care for 1975 was 3.84 billion dollars. However, 
only twenty percent of the cr iminal population is being 
imprisoned. 
Recently there have been movements in corrections to 
actively support smaller facilities which are close to the 
major metropoli tan centers f rom which the majori ty 
inmate population comes. There will be found the per-
sonal, family, and social support systems to help the 
inmate rehabili tate back into society. 
The Christ ian Holiness Association resolves that we 
express our deep concern about the various prison systems; 
that careful consideration be given to the establishment of 
smaller facilities closer to ma jo r metropoli tan com-
munities; and, that the "warehouse" concept of large 
"cas t le" type penal buildings be discouraged. 
The Christ ian Holiness Association fur ther resolves, 
that we communica te to the American Correct ional 
Congress, to the Federal and Sta te Prison Systems, and to 
our elected representatives our concern for a more humane 
and profitable t reatment of prisoners through communi ty 
correctional facilities. 
The Christ ian Holiness Association fur ther resolves, 
that we commend those responsible, both prison ad-
ministrators and participants, for the evangelical prison 
ministries being practiced in many prisons today. We, with 
this resolve, commit ourselves to the ministry of pastoral 
care for all those in prison and would urge upon them the 
grace of God through Jesus Christ . " R e m e m b e r those who 
are in prison, as though in prison with them; and those who 
are ill-treated, since you also are in the body" (Hebrews 
13:3). " M y brethren, if any one among you wanders f rom 
the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that 
whoever brings back a sinner f rom the error of his way will 
save his soul f rom death and will cover a mult i tude of sins" 
(James 5:19, 20). 
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